Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Anderson and Wilson:
RESOLUTION 2016-687
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING CISV’S Jacksonville Chapter for 40 years of educating and inspiring action for a more just and peaceful world through international and local educational programs for jacksonville youth and adults; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in 1950 in the aftermath of World War II, Doris Allen, a child psychologist from Cincinnati, Ohio, developed the concept of an organization that would foster inter-cultural understanding and friendship as an essential step toward world peace, on the belief that by creating opportunities for children of different cultures to come together to learn and make friends, they would grow up to become ambassadors for a more just and peaceful world; and

WHEREAS, 
in just a few years, Dr. Allen’s idea had become a reality and Children’s International Summer Villages, now known as CISV, held its first Village program Cincinnati in 1951, bringing together young people from Austria, Great Britain, Denmark, France, Germany, Mexico, Norway, Sweden and the USA; and

WHEREAS, 
CISV, which is an all-volunteer, independent, non-political, non-religious, nonprofit organization, now has 200 chapters in 70 nations around the world and offers seven different types of international and local programs that aim to help participants develop the skills they need to become informed, responsible and active global citizens and make a difference in their communities and the world; and

WHEREAS, 
Dorothy Groshell founded the Jacksonville Chapter of CISV, the only chapter in Florida, in 1976 and organized the first Jacksonville Village in 1978; and

WHEREAS,
for the past 40 years from 1976 to 2016, CISV Jacksonville has continued its mission of educating and inspiring action for a more just and peaceful world by sending Jacksonville youth, primarily between the ages of 11 and 15, and adult leaders to represent the USA to international programs around the world and by hosting programs here in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, 
for 12 years, CISV Jacksonville has hosted the local FACES program started by former City Councilman Lad Daniels and his wife Carol and Vickie and David Breedlove, providing a two week overnight camp modeled on the international Village program for local rising 6th graders from different cultural, ethnic and neighborhood groups in Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, 
in 2016, CISV Jacksonville brought 19 international volunteers from Europe, Ecuador and Egypt to Jacksonville to volunteer for an International People’s Project that explored sustainable development in Northeast Florida; and

WHEREAS, 
the International People’s Project participants volunteered for many nonprofits and governmental organizations during their 20 day project, including microplastics testing with the National Parks Service in the Timucuan Preserve, learning about Florida’s land migration bank program, removing invasive plants at the Jacksonville Zoo and the Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve, planting a bioswale with Groundworks Jacksonville to reduce runoff into Hogan’s Creek and improve the S-Line trail, assembling meals for Feeding Northeast Florida, making facilities improvements at Rethreaded, and maintaining trees at the Baldwin Rail-to-Trail with Greenscape of Jacksonville, the JEA and the City Parks Department, among others; and 

WHEREAS, 
in 2016, CISV Jacksonville families also sent about 50 Jacksonville youth, aged 11 to 18, to educational programs in Canada, France, Italy, Denmark, Finland, Norway and the USA and hosted seventeen 12 to 15-year olds from Italy and France in its interchange program; and
WHEREAS, 
in 2015, CISV Jacksonville hosted more than 70 youth and adults from more than 15 countries at a month-long Village camp held at a Duval County Public School and in 2017 will host an international Step Up program where about forty 14-year olds from 10 countries will develop leadership and listening skills, discuss global issues, and get to know each other and other cultures; and   


WHEREAS, 
the youth of the CISV Jacksonville chapter who run the Junior Branch continue to build their leadership skills locally and contribute productively to the Jacksonville community by organizing monthly service activities; and 
WHEREAS,
CISV Jacksonville has spent 40 years improving the Jacksonville community by providing opportunities for youth and adults to become informed, responsible and active global citizens and make a difference in their communities and the world; and the Council wishes to take this opportunity to add its recognition and gratitude as well; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend the CISV Jacksonville Chapter and its dedicated volunteers for 40 years of educating and inspiring action for a more just and peaceful world through its international and local educational programs starting with 11 year olds. We wish the Jacksonville Chapter of CISV continued successes in its invaluable undertaking.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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